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On Nov. 30, about 100 journalists participated in a Guatemala City street demonstration demanding
an end to government repression against the media. The demonstrators marched to the offices of
President Jorge Serrano, where they delivered a document rejecting the pressures and threats which
journalists are subjected to. They also condemned pressures exerted on owners and directors of
the media, pressures which are aimed at avoiding publication of negative reporting on the Serrano
administration. Copies of the document were also delivered to Defense Minister Gen. Jose Domingo
Garcia and Interior Minister Francisco Perdomo. Participants in the demonstration cited the case
of Nestor Hernandez as one recent example of repression against the media. A reporter from the
daily Prensa Libre, Hernandez went into exile in mid-1992 after receiving threatening telephone
calls and repeated visits by armed men. Recent attacks include an early November shooting incident
in which TV news reporters Francisco Olmedo and Hector Garcia had their camera equipment and
vehicle stolen. During the last week of November, reporters assigned to cover the National Palace
complained that Serrano's body guards physically attacked a Prensa Libre photographer. Since
1980, over 40 journalists have been killed in Guatemala while over 100 have been forced into exile.
(Sources: Agence France-Presse, 11/30/92; Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news
service EFE, 11/30/92, 12/01/92)
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